WIMBA Device
Break In Schedule

Thank you for purchasing a custom orthotic or prosthetic from Walking Paws Rehab. Introducing your
pet to a custom medical device involves following some basic rules to ensure their comfort, safety, and
the effectiveness of the treatment. An initial break in period is needed before the device can be worn
full time (8-10 hours). Never leave the device on your pet for more than 10 hours at a time, and always
monitor while in use. With any custom medical device, adjustments may be needed. By following this
break in guide, we will confirm that your pet's device is fitting well while minimizing risk of skin irritation.

Introducing Your Dog to the Device

The introduction phase is crucial for helping your pet become accustomed to the device. Positive
reinforcement techniques, such as offering treats or toys, can help create a positive association with the
device. Take your time during this phase to ensure your pet feels comfortable and relaxed. This initial break
in period allows us to check the fit and function of the new device while minimizing the risk of skin
breakdown or irritation.

Wearing Schedule

It's essential to follow a gradual wearing schedule to allow your pet's body to adjust to the device. During
the first week, the goal is to have your pet wearing the device for up to 3-4 short sessions per day while
engaged in a positive and safe activity like slow leash walking or guided rehabilitation exercises prescribed
by your veterinarian or rehabilitation therapist. Monitor your pet for any signs of discomfort or irritation
during these sessions. During the first week of use, the device should be worn for an increasing period of
time for each session. It is recommended to start with just 15 minutes, then increase the wearing time
every two days by fifteen minutes. The time frame will vary depending on the situation and the dog's
behavior.

DAY TIME FREQUENCY
Recommended Wear Schedule

Example:

1 15 Minutes Up to 3-4 times

For certain conditions, like
tendon treatment or post 2 15 Minutes
surgical support, longer initial
wear may be indicated. Your
WIMBA Provider will guide the 3 30 Minutes Up to 3-4 times
wear schedule. Provide air
breaks and check for skin safety .
every 4-6 hours as possible for 4 30 Minutes Up to 3-4 times
longer wear time needs.

Up to 3-4 times

] 45 Minutes

Up to 3-4 times

Skin Safety
Regularly check your pet's skin for any signs of redness, irritation, or pressure sores. Ensure that the device
fits properly and doesn't cause excessive pressure or rubbing on the skin. It is important to check the skin
every time when putting on the orthosis, during use, after you remove the device, and at least once later in

the day. If you notice any issues, take photos and reach out to the provider who prescribed this device for
further guidance.

PLEASE NOTE
This is a recommended guide for the break in wear
schedule, however, every animal ‘s case is unique.
Always follow the direction of your WIMBA Provider for
your pet’s individual treatment plan and wear schedule.



